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Goodbye Dear Friend

WILLIAM F. “BILL" DOVE, SR., PHD

world-class scientist and well-
respected teacher and mentor,
William F. “Bill” Dove, Sr., PhD,

passed away on January 27, 2025, at age
88. A professor emeritus of oncology
and medical genetics at the University of
Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public
Health (SMPH), Dove devoted 60 years
to research excellence and to fostering
connections among basic scientists and
clinical investigators at all levels.

“Bill was an exceptional leader and
teacher,” says Paul Lambert, PhD ‘85,
professor and chair of oncology. “He
tirelessly sought to bring people together
to stimulate the best possible science at
UW-Madison.”

Born in Maine, Dove spent part
of his childhood in the Midwest and
earned a doctorate in chemistry from
the California Institute of Technology.

He completed a postdoctoral research
fellowship at Cambridge University,
England, where he met Alexandra
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Shedlovsky, PhD, who became his wife
and scientific partner.

In 1965, Dove joined the SMPH's
McArdle Laboratory for Cancer
Research, where he remained for his
entire career. His research demonstrated
the use of elegant genetic approaches to
uncover critical biological questions and
a willingness to pursue any path — from
physical chemistry to embryology — to
answer those questions. His research
helped translate genetics knowledge into
solutions for medical problems.

He led the Cancer Genetics and
Genomics Program for the UW Carbone
Cancer Center for more than a decade
and directed the Genetics Training
Grant for over 15 years. He provided a
rich training environment for more than
50 students and postdoctoral fellows,
many of whom have gone on to research
positions in academia and industry.

Research in the Dove laboratory
resulted in more than 200 peer-reviewed

GOODBYE DEAR FRIENDS

FORMER FACULTY MEMBERS

William F. “Bill" Dove, Sr., PhD
January 27, 2025
Madison, Wisconsin

Marc F. Hansen, MD
February 5, 2025
Madison, Wisconsin

Stanley L. Inhorn, MD (PG '58)
February 19, 2025
Madison, Wisconsin

Stuart J. Updike, MD
January 25, 2025
Madison, Wisconsin

Walter R. Sundstrom, MD
February 25, 2025
Madison, Wisconsin

publications. He received numerous
awards, including the Harold P. Rusch
Award for Translational Cancer Research
at UW-Madison and a MERIT Award
from the National Cancer Institute. He
was elected to the National Academy
of Sciences and the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences. Nationally,

he participated in numerous study
sections, advisory committees, and
editorial boards.
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